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METRONET 
Motion 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.10 pm]: I move — 

That this house congratulates the McGowan government on its Metronet policy and notes the benefits 
Western Australia will derive, including the jobs to be created, from this transport and planning initiative. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It is a pleasure to bring this motion to debate for the consideration of members. As 
members know, Metronet is the Labor Party’s integrated transport and planning framework. We took it to the last 
election and were successful. I will talk a bit about the stages of Metronet’s framework and go into a little bit more 
detail about why it is a good policy. Stage 1 of Metronet will include around 70 kilometres of new passenger rail. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Martin Aldridge): Order, members! There is quite a lot of noise in the 
chamber. If we could all please pay attention to Hon Alanna Clohesy. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Thank you, Mr Acting President. 

I was talking about stage 1 of Metronet including 70 kilometres of passenger rail, 18 new stations and the upgrading 
of rail infrastructure, including something particularly close to my heart, which is the removal of some level 
crossings. I will talk about why I wanted to bring this motion on for debate. Public transport has been a concern 
of mine for a long time, to which several honourable members, including Hon Jim Chown, will attest. I spoke 
about public transport and its importance to our community in my inaugural speech. I certainly asked 
Hon Jim Chown a number of questions over time in the previous Parliament and had significant debates with him 
about it. I have pursued it throughout my working life, and certainly my life as a member of Parliament. In doing 
that, I have talked to businesses in my region, and to residents about the importance of public transport to local 
people. I have also heard from residents about what they think will work in their local areas. 

Although Perth has good bones for a transport network, shall we say, it is certainly not ranked by people in the 
community as being particularly effective or sustainable. Very recently, the sustainable cities mobility index 
ranked Perth’s transport network eighty-seventh out of 100 cities. Hong Kong, Zurich and Paris were seen to be 
the most mobile cities in that index. Brisbane was ranked forty-eighth; Sydney was ranked fifty-first, 
understandably; Canberra was ranked fifty-third, very understandably; and Melbourne was ranked fifty-fifth. Perth 
came in behind all those cities at eighty-seventh. The report found that Australian cities relied too heavily on 
private vehicles and deterred mobility. It also found that greater utilisation of public transport would improve 
mobility in cities such as Perth and Canberra. If members were sitting in traffic congestion this morning, they 
would certainly agree with that. In response to the report, in an article published in WAtoday, Hon Rita Saffioti 
stated that she thought the ranking was due to the inaction in transport by the former Liberal government, and 
certainly the previous government’s neglect. It was not surprising to her to read the fairly scathing comments about 
Perth’s transport network. 

Although that is one set of rankings, as I said, I think Perth’s public transport network has good bones. It has good 
bones in the great distance it covers going north to south. In particular, that is because of the work that previous 
Labor governments have done. I acknowledge my colleague sitting right next to me, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
who is responsible for a significant amount of work in public transport development in this state. That includes the 
Perth–Mandurah railway. The Labor government was criticised for building the Perth–Mandurah railway but we 
will not resile from that. It has been a very successful railway line. In addition, Labor has a really fantastic track 
record in public transport. Some members might not know this because it may be before their time, but the Labor 
government reopened the Fremantle railway line, which the Liberal government closed in 1979. Labor reopened 
it. How successful has that railway line been? The Labor government also built the Perth–Currambine railway line. 
What is really important about that is not only the extension to Currambine, but also that the line went to Joondalup. 
The development that has occurred around Joondalup because of that railway line is just amazing. Labor built not 
only the Perth–Currambine line, but also the extension from Currambine to Clarkson. I have mentioned the 
fantastic railway line from Perth to Mandurah. Labor also built the railway line to Thornlie. That is a significant 
area of the East Metropolitan Region, which I represent. Labor also built new railway stations. When I first saw 
them, particularly those along the Perth–Currambine line, I thought they looked exciting, modern and futuristic. 
I am really proud of the fact that Labor has built stations at Armadale, Bassendean, Gosnells, Greenwood, 
Kelmscott and Victoria Park. Again, I am proud of the significant development of railway stations in the 
East Metropolitan Region. We have a good track record; pardon the pun! I did not even mean for that to happen; 
it just happened! 
I will contrast this with the Barnett government’s no track record. I have calculated that over eight and a half 
years—I think Hon Darren West might help me out here because I need to clarify a few things—about 
15.5 kilometres of track was laid. 
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Hon Darren West: I think you’re being a bit generous. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I want to be fair, so I think it was 15.5 kilometres. It is significant—good—that 
15.5 kilometres of railway track was laid. 
Just help me, members. The tier 3 railway lines were closed — 
Hon Darren West: Seven hundred and twenty-three. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It was 723 kilometres; I had calculated about 500 kilometres. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I think it’s about 500. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It was about 500 kilometres. I thank members for helping me out with that. Let us 
go with 500 kilometres. My calculations indicate that the Liberal Party’s record in laying tracks is minus 
484.5 kilometres. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Negative! 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It is negative 484.5 kilometres. I like puns, but that is not much of a track record! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: They’re off the rails! 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: They were off the rails! Compare that with Labor’s previous record of 110 kilometres. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Here is another one: the Barnett government tanked it when it came to public 
transport in particular! What I did not calculate was that bus routes were cancelled as well. I certainly know that 
a number of bus routes in the East Metropolitan Region were cancelled, particularly some in Mundaring, Dianella 
and Yokine. The previous government’s track record was appalling; that partly goes to what seemed to permeate 
the previous government, which was a lack of planning. The previous government had no public transport plan. In 
fact, it had a plan to have a plan. To be fair, it released the draft “Public Transport Plan 2031”, which contained 
some useful research, but the draft plan was never accepted; it did not get off the ground. As a consequence, we 
saw higgledy-piggledy and ad hoc decisions made around roads, bus routes and, certainly as I have pointed out, 
no rail lines to speak of laid in eight and a half years. 
I want to talk about some of the benefits of public transport and the reasons Labor is committed to public transport, 
because public transport, including rail infrastructure, is good for the community—it is good for people and our 
economy. Some of the real reasons I wanted to bring on this motion—that is, to talk about some of the in-depth 
reasons why public transport is good—are job creation and economic benefits. Metronet, job creation and our jobs 
plan go hand in hand. I will talk a bit more about how that will work shortly. 
Around the world, the economic benefits of providing good public transport can be identified, and I will talk about 
some of them. There are health benefits, environmental benefits and community development and community 
safety benefits from having good public transport infrastructure in cities. I am going to talk about some of that in 
the context of the rollout of Metronet. 
I mentioned earlier that congestion in Perth has grown significantly over eight and a half years, and people are 
utterly sick of it. We know what congestion means. It makes us spend more time in cars and more time away from 
our families. The longer we are in our cars, sitting in congestion, getting bored, frustrated and angry, the longer it 
takes us to get to and from work. Sitting on the road, being away from our families, is bad for our families and bad 
for our health. Congestion causes people to spend time away from their families and has an impact on their health. 
Congestion also affects productivity. When people are stuck in traffic, they are not at work. If someone runs 
a business that is reliant on road transport in particular, productivity costs go through the floor. 
The Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics estimated that the cost of urban traffic congestion 
to the economy in 2010—seven years ago—was $12.9 billion. That is a $12.9 billion cost to the economy in lost 
productivity due to traffic congestion. The bureau projected that if traffic growth were left unabated over 10 years 
the subsequent impact would be more than $20 billion in lost productivity. Closer to home, the RACWA has done 
some important work on congestion. It conducted a survey amongst its members and has come up with some really 
important findings. It shows that congestion continues to have a negative impact on Perth businesses. In 2015, 
87 per cent of respondents to the RAC survey said that congestion had contributed directly to lost productivity, 
and that figure was up from 78 per cent in 2013. Further, the RAC survey found that many Perth businesses—
69 per cent—have said that their exposure to traffic congestion has increased in the past 12 months; so, it is bad 
and is getting worse. Nearly all respondents—97 per cent—said that traffic congestion has increased the time their 
workers spent on the road. It was bad, it is getting worse, and it has increased the amount of time that their workers 
spend on the road, and that has not changed over the last few years. Thirty-five per cent of businesses surveyed by 
the RAC said that they had lost work, accounts or customers due to problems related to traffic congestion—that 
was up from 25 per cent in 2013. Over the last few years congestion has been bad and is getting worse. It is having 
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a dramatic effect on productivity and the previous government did nothing to address the impact of congestion. 
One of the reasons Labor wants to build Metronet is to ease congestion and to reduce the impact of congestion on 
productivity. The benefits to business when there is good public transport are many. We have just heard that the 
impact from time spent on the road such as lost accounts and that sort of thing is having a negative impact on 
businesses, but public transport has positive impacts. The American Public Transportation Association has 
estimated that for every $1 billion of government investment in transport infrastructure, 47 500 jobs are supported. 
Jobs is another real reason why Labor is building Metronet. The American Public Transportation Association 
found that there are two types of jobs — 

Hon Jim Chown interjected. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Thank you, I am just getting to that. 

There are durable jobs and non-durable jobs. Durable jobs are found in the manufacturing and construction sectors, 
not only in the development of infrastructure, but also in an ongoing way. This also has positive flow-on effects 
for the finance, insurance, real estate, wholesale and service sectors. I will come back later to local experience 
about public transport. Public transport helps businesses simply because it moves people to and from work. 
Businesses located near public transport have indicated that public transport ensures greater employee reliability, 
less turnover and a larger labour pool to draw from. A business situated near public transport will be able to attract 
more workers simply because it will be easier for them to get to work; and, guess what? Staff are happier when 
their workplace is located near public transport. Why is that? Because the staff do not have to drive. I certainly 
know that my life changed in a number of ways when I stopped getting public transport to work every day and 
drove. Being able to get to work by public transport certainly makes people happier. 

Public transport is also good for our economy because of the savings that can be made. Savings can be made if we 
access public transport more regularly because we are not paying for petrol and wear and tear on the car. Some 
estimates made in the United States indicate that taking public transport can save approximately $1 400 a year in 
petrol alone. Keep in mind that they are American estimates. The value of petrol in America is much lower, so we 
can assume that the savings made in Australia would be more significant. We also know that savings can be made 
on insurance and other household expenses such as maintenance et cetera. Labor is developing Metronet to produce 
savings not only for families but also for people in general, and for the economy. Central to our idea around 
Metronet is creating and sustaining jobs, which is why Metronet is linked to our plan for jobs. Metronet will create 
thousands of jobs through not only the development of stage 1, but also the ongoing use of public transport. 

International evidence that I talked about earlier indicates that creating thousands of jobs is extremely achievable, 
particularly when there is a commitment to build and buy locally, and Labor has that commitment. Previous 
governments did not commit to local manufacturing or local content. Specifically—this is just shocking to me—
they ruled out rail network passenger cars being built here. At a conference last year, former Minister for Transport 
Hon Dean Nalder rejected outright the suggestion of more investment into the local train manufacturing sector. He 
even rejected investing into the small parts manufacturing and development sector in Western Australia. That is 
really shocking to me for a couple of reasons. I have visited a number of railcar manufacturers in the 
East Metropolitan Region. There are also a number of small parts manufacturers that are further down the line. 
The previous government had no faith in those manufacturers, in the future of manufacturing in our state, or in 
creating jobs in Western Australia now or in the future. In fact, it failed to diversify the economy significantly by 
supporting manufacturing. The previous government did not seem to care about the decline in apprenticeships 
right across the board, but particularly in manufacturing. I have visited some railcar manufacturers and seen the 
unique skills that are necessary to build and maintain railcars. Apprenticeship numbers have decreased and these 
skills are being lost because the previous government did not provide the necessary ongoing support or it did not 
have faith in the manufacturing sector, particularly railcar manufacturers. It was a slap in the face. We have 
world-class engineers in Western Australia, particularly in the East Metropolitan Region. Those engineers told me 
that building railcars here will stimulate the local industry—something the previous government missed the boat 
on—it will encourage more apprentices and it will provide brighter job prospects. We have a good track record of 
railcar manufacturing in Western Australia. Thousands of railcars have been and are being built here. Every day, 
they cart tonnes of iron ore through the Pilbara. Manufacturers in Western Australia support the maintenance of 
those railcars. I saw the place where the railcars for the Prospector were built—the train that runs from Perth to 
Kalgoorlie. They were built here in Western Australia and the same manufacturer repairs and reconditions railcars. 

Hon Jim Chown interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! Hon Alanna Clohesy has the call. She does not seem to be 
accepting or inviting interjections, so can we please refrain from doing so. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Thank you, Mr Acting President. I have also met with railcar workers who could not 
get a hearing with the previous government. They outlined the specific skills to me that are being lost in their 
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industry. They take pride in their industry. They also talked about how long it takes to acquire those skills and how 
they cannot be lost to WA because they are very specific skills that cannot be replaced. 

Hon Jim Chown: Name some. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: One is coil building, which requires a very unique and specific set of skills. There 
are only two people here who can do that job. It takes a really long time to acquire those specialist skills. They 
should not be left to the vagaries of a government not supporting an industry that we need here. We need a diverse 
economy and we need those jobs. Manufacturing adds strength and a diversity to our economy that we need 
because we know that the more diverse an economy, the stronger it will be. The Barnett government failed to 
diversify the economy. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! I am struggling to hear Hon Alanna Clohesy’s contribution. I do 
not want to completely sterilise the debate, but it gets to the point when interjections across the chamber are not 
even directed to the member who is on her feet, speaking. Members, please refrain from continual unruly 
interjections and please observe the contribution of Hon Alanna Clohesy. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: To summarise, for all those reasons and more—I am running out of time—we are 
pleased that we are developing, and have started to implement, a railcar strategy here in Western Australia. It is 
a really important part of Metronet and one that I am personally interested in and proud of. It is an important 
component of our jobs plan because it will create thousands of jobs. The government has committed $508.2 million 
to develop our own railcar manufacturing capability. I am very proud of that commitment. We went to the election 
with a promise to form a rolling stock strategy and that is what we have done. We are just getting on with business. 
Metronet will need 102 new railcars to add to the Transperth fleet. We have set targets for railcar procurement of 
50 per cent of local content work for the manufacturing of those railcars. Keep in mind that they are targets. I would 
like us to exceed 50 per cent. The 2017-18 budget contains an allocation of $322 million over four years for new 
railcars, which will boost jobs and guarantee local supply. We are not just talking about a railcar strategy and 
a jobs plan; we are getting on with it. We have started the local capability fund, which is the precursor, I guess, to 
developing full local content. We will provide eligible businesses with up to $20 000 in dollar-for-dollar funding 
to assist them to get ready for Metronet work. That is happening already. The local capability fund will focus on 
engagement between small and medium business enterprises and manufacturers. Eligible enterprises will be able 
to use it for equipment, to improve their internal business infrastructure systems, and to get consultancy help to 
enable them to further develop their business and to understand new areas of business. That will assist local 
businesses to requalify for inclusion in the supply chain for rolling stock manufacturing and it will also help them 
to improve their competitiveness. It will have a spin-off effect because being competitive in railcar manufacturing 
will be useful in other sectors. 

That is a light summary of some of the job impacts that Metronet—it is only stage 1—will have on our community. 
I am really pleased that it will provide manufacturing businesses and small to medium enterprises with support to 
assist them to be competitive in our rolling stock strategy. We are on our way because that has been put in place 
already. I am really pleased about that. I could talk about lots of other things as they relate to Metronet—
community safety, the health benefits and some of the detail about the rollout of Metronet to various places—but 
I will leave that to some of my colleagues who, hopefully, want to make a contribution. 

I cannot conclude my contribution to this motion without talking about the rail line to Ellenbrook and the 
$22.1 million that was included in the budget for detailed planning and design work on the Morley-to-Ellenbrook 
line component of Metronet. 

Hon Donna Faragher interjected. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Do you know what? The previous government did not do anything. That interjection 
asked for it! Here is the history of the fated Ellenbrook line. Back in 2008 — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! The member will address her remarks through the Chair. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: In 2008, the former Liberal government promised to build a railway line to 
Ellenbrook. It promised that it would build it in its first term. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Thank you, Hon Jim Chown—yes, that was in 2013! The former government’s first 
promise was to build it in its first term, but that did not happen; rather, it retracted its promise and said, “Oops, no, 
we didn’t actually” — 
Several members interjected. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 1 November 2017] 

 p5164b-5171a 
Hon Alanna Clohesy; Hon Darren West 

 [5] 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: They denied it. Do you know what? There was so much backflipping on what was 
going to happen with public transport to Ellenbrook and — 
Hon Jim Chown: Where is Ellenbrook anyway? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Those comments summarise the attitude of the previous government and the former 
parliamentary secretary for transport to the people of Ellenbrook. That just typifies it. I could keep going and talk 
about the plan for a rapid bus transit service that was promised — 
Hon Donna Faragher: What about Midland train station? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: What about Midland train station? That is right; Midland train station was allowed 
to run down. In fact, we have our eye on Midland and Lord Street, which is in that area, because we are also 
integrating planning with that and upgrading Lord Street. The previous government thought it would run rapid bus 
transit down Lord Street—what a strange idea! We are now upgrading Lord Street. It is an integral part of our 
Metronet plan, of which I am very proud. 
In summarising, there are a lot of good reasons to support public transport, particularly rail, in Western Australia—
the community, the economy, our health and many other reasons. Metronet will provide our community and our 
economy with the support that has been denied them for eight and a half years. I am looking forward to the full 
implementation of Metronet. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.48 pm]: I am quite surprised that after 
all that interjecting and sage advice from across the chamber, no opposition member sought the call to speak. 
I support this terrific motion put forward by Hon Alanna Clohesy, which congratulates the McGowan government 
on its Metronet policy and notes the benefits that Western Australia will derive from it, including the jobs that will 
be created from this transport and planning initiative. Is it not great to finally see initiative from a state 
government? After eight and a half years of the Liberals, a Labor government is in and the initiatives have 
immediately started to flow. 
This is a fantastic project and I support Metronet for many, many reasons. One reason is that it will bring Perth 
into the twenty-first century. I would like members to think about cities such as New York and London, and other 
cities in Europe and Asia; they all have one thing in common: a world-class public transport system, and we do 
not. We will bring this city into the twenty-first century to rival some of those great world cities, and so we should. 
We have one of the best and most liveable cities in the world. We have an excellent climate and we have a generally 
safe community, so of course we should bring our city into the twenty-first century. I am happy to be part of 
a government that will bring Perth into the twenty-first century because it is important for regional Western Australia 
to have a progressive and modern state capital that we can all be proud of, no matter where we live. 
I note a stark difference across the house. On this side, the government benches, we believe in rail. We always 
have believed in rail and we always will. The comments made by members opposite during Hon Alanna Clohesy’s 
enlightening contribution reveal the stark reality that the other side of the house is totally opposed to rail. I think 
the Western Australian community has a view on rail, and I do not think it is the opposition’s view. 
Another thing I would like to mention about Metronet is that it can generally—not entirely—be acknowledged as 
the brainchild of Hon Ken Travers, a former member of this house for 20 years and a very intelligent man who 
had a vision for public transport in Western Australia. He played many roles in this Parliament, but I think his 
legacy will be the Metronet initiative. When it becomes a reality, I really hope that Ken is acknowledged, as he 
should be, for its formation. The work he did between 2008 and 2013 to develop the Metronet proposal was 
extraordinary. I was fortunate enough to spend quite a lot of time with Ken Travers when he was a member of this 
place as his shadow parliamentary secretary, but I also shared an office with him and the intelligence of that man 
is breathtaking. The way he was able to come up with this proposal, which will be revolutionary and will change 
the face of the city of Perth and of Western Australia, is to be admired and upheld. 
We know that the state’s finances are a mess. We all know it, and everyone acknowledges it—the public, Treasury, 
the opposition and the government. The finances were trashed over the eight and a half years of the coalition 
government, but, still, we never got a major public transport initiative in all that time. The former government 
spent a lot of money down by the river and built a new stadium, and that is all nice, but it never actually delivered 
on a world-class public transport system. It tacked a bit of rail onto the end of Labor’s public transport initiatives, 
but it did not actually do anything in that space, which is a great shame. In a time of tremendous growth, record 
revenues and record spending, we got nothing in the area of public transport. I think that will be the legacy of the 
previous government, aside from its trashing of the state’s finances. We know that it is important to keep the 
economy ticking along. We know it is important to keep building infrastructure projects and, more importantly, to 
keep Western Australians in jobs. We know that, and that is another difference between the previous government 
and the McGowan Labor government. We are committed to forging ahead and building this terrific project. 
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When we get into politics and into Parliament, we want to do things that people will look back on in 50 years and 
say, “That was a fantastic initiative; that was terrific. Whoever came up with that idea at that time was really ahead 
of the game.” That is what we want to be known for—not for having been the government that trashed the books 
to such an extent that it took two generations to fix them. We think it is important to keep building infrastructure 
and providing jobs, but infrastructure that will allow for the future growth and expansion of Perth, and Metronet 
will do that. 

It was great to see that the money for the Roe 8 project—the failed Perth Freight Link project that was a lemon 
from day one and remained a lemon until its final day—has been redirected to a visionary project like Metronet, 
which will benefit the future. Do members opposite know what else? Their federal colleagues agree with us and 
were quite happy to transfer the more than $2 billion that was earmarked for a lemon project, to a visionary project 
that will benefit Perth for years to come, because — 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: The Mike Nahan special! 

Hon DARREN WEST: It was a Mike Nahan special, member! 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Mike Nahan and Jamie Briggs. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Yes, a Mike Nahan and Jamie Briggs special. Nobody else thought it was special except 
members opposite. I think it is great that we have been able to divert that funding across. 

Another thing I noticed—I was not the only one who noticed—was that, for a project that has copped so much 
criticism from the now opposition, it was barely scrutinised at all during the entire estimates process in both houses, 
and I thought that was most significant. I noted a bit of media commentary around that and I thought that for such 
a large project that was so vehemently opposed by the opposition, it was barely scrutinised at all throughout the 
estimates process. That was not lost on me. 

As Hon Alanna Clohesy quite rightly pointed out during her contribution, I also am of an age such that I can 
remember the closure of the Fremantle to Perth railway line. Even as a 14-year-old boy in high school, I could not 
work out why the government of the day would close a passenger rail service between Perth and Fremantle. I could 
not work it out then and I still cannot work it out. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Sir Charles’ friend, Mr Clough, wanted to build a freeway. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Is that what it was, minister? It still does not make sense to me, but I thank the minister 
for the explanation. A Liberal–National government closed that railway line and a Labor government reopened it, 
further enhancing the view that Labor is supportive of rail and the coalition is opposed to it. That line now carts 
thousands of people on a daily basis up and down, from Fremantle through the western suburbs into Perth, and it 
was a terrific reopening decision back in, I believe, about 1983. It is a fantastic line. 

I turn now to the Mandurah line. I have looked back through some of the Hansard of that time and 
Minister MacTiernan, as then Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, copped an awful amount of criticism from 
Liberal and National members over the construction of the Mandurah railway line. I point out to members 
opposite, especially my colleagues in the National Party, that Mandurah is a regional centre, according to the 
Australian Electoral Commission. Here we were, being criticised for building a major piece of infrastructure that 
connected a regional centre to the city. I never could work that one out; I never could quite work out where that 
criticism came from. That project was a game-changing project, overseen by the now Minister for 
Regional Development; Agriculture and Food. It was a terrific project that revolutionised Mandurah. It absolutely 
revolutionised Mandurah and added all those railway stations along the Mandurah line. When people drive down 
the freeway later this evening, when everyone else is driving down there, and they watch that train go speeding 
by, they will naturally think, “You know, I should be on that train, because I’ll get home sooner than sitting in 
all this traffic with everybody else”, and that is exactly the culture we want to create: get out of your car, and get 
onto public transport. It is better for the environment; it works out cheaper in the long run, when we work out the 
costs of running a car; children who are too young to drive can go on public transport; and elderly and infirm 
people can use public transport when they are too old to drive. We have a car culture in Western Australia that 
we need to change, and we will only change it with a world-class public transport system. That line to Mandurah 
is a classic example. 

We also built the Joondalup line—all the way to Currambine, I believe—so Labor built rail lines from Currambine 
to Mandurah; the Liberals did not build any lines from Mandurah to Currambine. I think there is a stark difference 
in the two sides. 

Hon Peter Collier: Did you say you built it and then we didn’t build it? 
Hon DARREN WEST: The opposition did not build it, no. 
Hon Peter Collier: Did you want us to build two lines, side-by-side? 
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Hon DARREN WEST: I think I have made my point. We all know now who believes in rail and who does not.  
I can see minds whirring on the other side of the house about what this regional member, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Regional Development and president of Country Labor, is doing 
advocating a project in Perth. I see the social media commentary from my colleagues in the National Party about 
it being us and them and that Perth should not have Metronet. I do not know why they think that, but they do. 
Members might ask why this regional person—this proud advocate of things regional, regional projects and 
regional issues who has been successful in funding regional projects—advocates Metronet. I will tell members. 
There are a few reasons. One is that I am a proudly progressive politician and this is a very progressive project 
that will see us go forward into the future and make life easier for everybody in the state; that is one reason. 
Hon Jim Chown: So you would be happy with the previous government’s initiative in regard to the Forrestfield–
Airport Link? 
Hon DARREN WEST: The Forrestfield–Airport Link is part of Metronet. 
Hon Alanna Clohesy: It is now. 
Hon DARREN WEST: It is now part of Metronet and it was always part of Metronet. 
But I come back to the point that this project will benefit regional people as well. It will profoundly benefit people 
in regional Western Australia. 
Hon Jim Chown: When are you going to rebuild tier 3? Come on, you made a big noise about that. When are you 
going to rebuild tier 3? 
Hon DARREN WEST: I waited for a member of the opposition to make a contribution in reference to 
Hon Alanna Clohesy’s contribution, but there was nothing. Hon Jim Chown did not stand. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! It is starting to get a little bit out of hand. Hon Darren West will 
direct his comments through the Chair and will not invite further interjections. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr Acting President; I shall do just that. 
Before I was rudely interrupted, I was asking why a regional member of Parliament who advocates for regional 
issues, and is president of Country Labor, would advocate for a project in metropolitan Perth. It is because it will 
profoundly assist and benefit regional people. 
Hon Jim Chown interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: I will let metropolitan members in on a little secret, and I put Hon Jim Chown down as 
a metropolitan member. He resides in the city and his office is in the city, so, to me, that makes him a metropolitan 
member. He will benefit from Metronet. What about children from the regions who come to Perth to attend 
boarding school and university? They will benefit from Metronet, because most of them do not have a vehicle in 
Perth or are too young to get a licence. My children were living at school in Perth and regularly used public 
transport as a way to get around the city. 
Hon Alanna Clohesy: When the railway line to Ellenbrook is built, when you drive home, you will have a much 
easier drive home. 
Hon DARREN WEST: That is a very good point. 
People come to the city for education or university. They might come to the city for their first job, for TAFE or 
for a traineeship. All those regional people will benefit from a world-class public transport system—an affordable, 
cheap and reliable public transport system. So, it will benefit regional people as well. Here is another thing, 
members. My mother has retired to the city and regularly uses public transport. This is a person who has worked 
on a farm in the regions for all of her life, and now that she has retired to the metropolitan area to be closer to her 
sisters and family, she regularly uses public transport. It does benefit regional Western Australians. To say that it 
is us and them is nonsense, because of course Metronet will benefit everybody in regional Western Australia. 
There will be less congestion in Perth, which will benefit regional people, because—I will let members in on 
a secret—regional people come to Perth for the footy, weddings, the casino, the movies, the art gallery and all 
those nice things that we have in the city. When we have a world-class public transport system there will be less 
congestion in the city, and when we drive into the city there will be fewer cars. 
Hon Aaron Stonehouse interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Yes, of course. Hon Aaron Stonehouse has put the notion that people will still have to 
pay for parking, and of course they will still have to pay for parking. We know that when we drive out of our 
driveways on our farms. 

It takes me the same amount of time to get from my farm between Goomalling and Northam to the top of 
Greenmount Hill, which is nearly all the way here, as it takes me to get from the top of Greenmount Hill to 
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Parliament House. I can see the city from the top of Greenmount Hill, but it takes me just as long to get there. The 
reason is that the metropolitan roads are very congested with cars with one person in them. If people have a look 
around in the morning while they are driving, they will see that all cars have one person in them. Those people 
could get on a world-class public transport system to travel to work and it would ease congestion on our roads. 

Hon Jim Chown: Will you take a question? 

Hon DARREN WEST: If it is an intelligent question, I am happy to take it! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon Jim Chown: My question is about Metronet, if it is ever built. Will tickets on the Metronet lines be full cost 
recovery or will they be subsidised out of the public purse? 

Hon DARREN WEST: That is not an intelligent question, but I will answer it anyway. The member was a former 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport. He knows that public transport does not recover costs; I have 
heard him say that in Parliament. Nor should it recover costs, because it is subsidised by the taxpayer for the taxpayer. 
That question is not relevant to whether we should or should not congratulate the government on Metronet. 

I have talked about people from the regions coming here to Perth. There are a couple of other aspects to this issue. 
As Hon Alanna Clohesy quite rightly touched on, for many years a promise to build a train line to Ellenbrook was 
repeatedly dashed by the Liberal–National government. It will be built by the McGowan Labor government. 
I know that Hon Jim Chown is not aware of where Ellenbrook is. It is at the northern end of the Swan Valley, near 
Upper Swan. That is not very far from regional centres such as Muchea, Bullsbrook and Bindoon. When we build 
the Ellenbrook railway line, people who live in those communities will be able to commute to Ellenbrook and 
catch the train into the city, vastly reducing the time that it takes them to get to work. That will open up a whole 
new era for people living in those communities. They will be able to commute to Perth. 

Hon Jim Chown: That is a crazy thing to do. 

Hon DARREN WEST: It is not a crazy thing to do. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I am looking forward to reading this Hansard. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members. We have only a minute and half to go. Let us try to get through it 
and then we will move on to other business. 

Hon Peter Collier: There is a God! 

Hon DARREN WEST: There is! Thank you very much, Mr Acting President. 

I am looking forward to reading this Hansard, Hon Jim Chown. He is a former parliamentary secretary, he does 
not know where Ellenbrook is and he certainly does not support building a railway line there. I think the fabulous 
Jessica Shaw will be the member for Swan Hills for a very long time if the Liberal Party keeps this up with 
Hon Jim Chown as its transport guru. While Hon Jim Chown keeps making those utterances and we dig out the 
Hansard and show all the people in Ellenbrook what he said—that is, he does not know where they live and he 
does not support them having a railway line—I think the member for Swan Hills could get another 17 per cent 
swing at the next election, and would that not be great to see? 

I am going to run out of time, but I will be back next Wednesday. I want to talk a bit about Labor’s commitment 
to rail in the Agricultural Region and the Liberal–National government’s closure of the tier 3 railway lines, to 
make it even starker. This is a great initiative. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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